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commonwealth  of  pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture 

Harrisburg 


September  1,  1958 


The  Honorable  George  M.  Leader 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Governor  Leader: 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  herewith  our  report  of 
activities  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  State  Farm 
Show  Commission  and  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Commission 
for  the  two  years  ending  May  31,  1958. 

We  feel  that  this  period  has  been  marked  by  out- 
standing progress  in  Pennsylvania  agriculture.    Notable  are  the 
achievements  of  bringing  brucellosis  in  cattle  under  effective 
control  and  improving  the  marketing  program  to  aid  the  farmer 
in  selling  his  products.    Support  for  the  Junior  Dairy  Show  is  a 
new  and  successful  service  that  has  been  added  during  the 
period.    It  is  a  credit  to  the  employes  of  the  Department  that 
services  and  protection  to  the  agricultural  industry  in  the 
Commonwealth  have  been  improved  and  expanded  in  the  last 
two  years. 

Civil  Service,  departmental  reorganization  and  a  more 
effective  accounting  system  are  some  of  the  major  administrative 
advances  made  during  the  period.    These  changes  make  the  De- 
partment a  more  effective  unit  to  serve  the  farmers  and  con- 
sumers of  the  State. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  been  greatly  aided  by 
the  leadership,  guidance  and  support  that  has  emanated  from  your 
office  and  from  the  interest  and  suggestions  of  farmers  and  farm 
organizations  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  L.  Henning  / 
Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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ADMINISTRATION 


The  period  from  June  1,  1956  to  May  31,  1958  was  one  of  con- 
tinual improvement  in  the  administration  of  the  activities  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture.  Through  the  increased  ability  of 
both  old  and  new  employees  as  well  as  the  installation  of  new  and  im- 
proved methods  of  administration  the  Department  is  accomplishing  its 
goal  of  better  service  to  the  farmers  and  consumers  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

In  keeping  with  this  goal  the  Secretary  and  Deputy  Secretary  have 
made  it  a  matter  of  policy  to  meet  with  farmers  and  farm  groups  in  an 
effort  to  receive  their  suggestions.  These  suggestions  usually  result 
in  improving  the  work  of  the  Department.  Through  their  offices ,  the 
Secretary  and  Deputy  Secretary  have  provided  top  management  for  the 
Department  and  have  carried  out  a  policy  of  directing  the  programs  so 
that  they  may  be  of  maximum  value  to  the  agricultural  industry  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Comptroller's  Office,  which  is  responsible  for  the  accounting 
and  fiscal  management  of  the  Department,  has  developed  and  utilized  bet- 
ter techniques  for  processing  payments  to  farmers  and  in  accounting  for 
the  funds  of  the  Department.  A  newly  installed  accounting  machine  and 
accounting  process  enables  the  Comptroller  to  tell  the  Department  ex- 
actly how  much  money  it  has  available  at  any  time. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  advance  in  this  period  has  been  in  the  field 
of  personnel.  The  Department  participated  in  a  Commonwealth- wide 
study  of  all  positions  to  determine  proper  classification  and  compensa- 
tion. On  August  1,  1956  all  employees  doing  like  work  in  the  Common- 
wealth government  were  given  the  same  classification.  Pay  levels  were 
raised  so  that  they  are  generally  equal  to  private  employment  and  other 
governments.  All  technical  and  professional  employees  of  the  Depart- 
ment were  given  examinations  in  order  to  grant  Civil  Service  status. 
Practically  all  such  employees  passed  these  examinations.  The  few  who 
did  not  pass  were  removed  from  their  positions  and  replaced  with  quali- 
fied appointees.  Since  this  initial  step  the  State  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion has  been  giving  Civil  Service  examinations  for  these  positions  and 
the  new  appointments  are  made  from  Civil  Service  approved  lists. 

The  Public  Information  Division,  due  to  an  increase  in  activities 
of  the  Department,  has  added  a  second  Information  Specialist  to  its  staff. 
The  customary  job  of  keeping  the  public  informed  about  the  activities  of 
the  Department,  apiculture  in  general  and  the  annual  Farm  Show,  have 
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been  expanded  by  several  new  endeavors  of  the  Department  highlighted 
by  the  first  Open  Livestock  Exposition  which  was  held  in  November  1957. 
The  Division  has  also  been  busy  with  plans  for  the  National  Plowing 
Contest  which  is  being  held  in  Hershey  in  August. 

The  joint  Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service  likewise  has  not 
only  maintained  and  improved  its  basic  program  of  collecting,  analyzing 
and  distributing  agric\iltural  statistics,  but  has  also  branched  out  into 
new  fields.  Using  State  and  Federal  funds,  studies  were  undertaken  in 
three  areas  of  Pennsylvania  agriculture:  Egg  Marketing,  Fruit  Tree 
Survey  and  Christmas  Tree  Production.  Results  of  these  studies  have 
been  published  and  distributed. 

In  an  effort  to  improve  administrative  control  over  the  many  field 
activities  and  to  provide  better  and  more  accessible  service  to  the 
farmers  and  consumer  organizations  with  which  the  Department  deals 
and  renders  service,  a  re-organization  plan  has  been  started. 

After  careful  study  it  was  decided  that  seven  district  offices 
would  be  established  at  key  locations  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
These  offices  will  be  under  the  direction  of  a  district  manager  who  will 
administer  all  Department  activities  through  the  field  office.  Two  of 
these  offices,  one  in  Pittsburgh  for  Southwestern  Pennsylvania  and  one 
in  Tunkhannock  for  the  Northeastern  part  of  the  State  have  already  been 
established.  Early  results  indicate  that  these  new  offices  will  improve 
our  services  to  Pennsylvania  agriculture. 


EXPENDITURES  ON  A  COMMITMENT  BASIS 


June  1,  1956  —  May  31,  1958 


Administration  $  437,302.08 

Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  2,190,456.79 

Bureau  of  Foods  and  Chemistry  611,065.10 

Division  of  Milk  Sanitation  237,453.33 

Bureau  of  Markets  457,063.41 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  582,005.34 

Soil  Conservation  74,793.57 

Farm  Show  285,029.93 


Encouraging  Agricultural  Exhibits  104,749.62 

Animal  Indemnities  1,337,437.97 

Research  in  Diseases  of  Livestock  and  Poultry  207,571.82 

Regional  Poultry  Diagnostic  Laboratory  84,868.00 

Summerdale  Laboratory  Alterations  10,959.00 

Egg  Inspection  and  Enforcement  45,148,13 

Oak  Wilt  Disease  Eradication  150,778.27 

Control  of  Stem  Rust  28,920.73 

Gypsy  Moth  Project  27,652.96 

Geological  Survey  37,987.03 

Soil  Survey  145,471.74 

Livestock  Show  50,000.00 

Junior  Dairy  Shows                       ,  24,779.29 

Emergency  Projects                    ^  139,148.57 


Farm  Products  Show  Fund  347,808.17 
Feed  and  Fertilizer  Fund  127,655.87 
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Bureau  of  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY 


The  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  is  charged  by  law 
with  the  prevention,  control  and  eradication  of  transmissable  diseases 
of  domestic  animals  and  poultry.  The  Bureau  works  in  close  coopera- 
tion with  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  practicing  veterinarians ,  livestock  and  poultry  as- 
sociations ,  individual  owners ,  and  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  University,  including  the  Experiment  Station  and  the 
Extension  Service. 

I 

Bovine  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Division 

During  the  past  two  fiscal  years  the  Bovine  Tuberculosis  Eradi- 
cation Division  had  under  its  official  supervision  100,694  herds,  com- 
prising 1,532,603  cattle.  Indemnities  paid,  during  the  period,  totalled 
$68,759.27  in  State  and  Federal  monies.  Based  on  the  last  tuberculin 
test  of  all  herds  and  cattle  in  the  Commonwealth,  the  figures  show 
1,503,578  cattle  tested  with  1,728  reactors  disclosed  for  a  percentage  | 
of  infection  in  cattle  (1957-58)  of  0.11%.  The  percentage  of  infection  for  3 
the  same  period  last  year  (1956-57)  was  0.8%.  | 


VETERINARIAN  TAKING  A  BLOOD  SAMPLE  FOR  TESTING  | 

i 


-  4  - 


Indiv.  Plan  Herds 


Tuberculosis  Testing  by  Year 

Pet.  of    Infected       Pet.  of 
Cattle  Reactors    Reactors    Herds    Infected  Herds 


1956-  57 

1957-  58 

Area  Plan 

1956-  57 

1957-  58 


7,224 
7,152 


13,731 
23,172 


252,965 
264,715 


116 
151 


0.046 
0.057 


177,561     365  0.205 
323,639     530  0.16 

Brucellosis  Division 


39 
50 


124 

168 


0.54 
0.81 


0.9 

0.7. 


The  Brucellosis  Division  carries  on  a  program  for  the  eventual 
eradication  of  bovine  brucellosis.  Calfhood  vaccination  and  the  Milk 
Ring  Test,  the  latter  done  with  the  use  of  mobile  laboratories,  are  an 
integral  part  of  this  program.  The  initial  testing  of  all  herds  of  cattle 
was  achieved  during  October  1957.  Pennsylvania  attained  its  long- 
sought  goal  as  modified  certified  brucellosis  free  when  it  was  officially 
recognized  by  the  Animal  Disease  Eradication  Division  Agricultural 
Research  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  effective 
March  13,  1958.  This  was  an  important  milestone  in  livestock  disease 
control. 


Calfhood  Vaccination 


1956-  1957 

1957-  1958 


Herds 
Under 
Supv. 

47,169 
46,340 


Vacc. 
Calves 

128,404 
145,916 


Total  Vacc.  Calves 
Since  beginning  of 
the  program 


Herds  Cattle 


Milk  Ring  Test 

Pos. 

Susp.  Non. 
Herds    Cattle  Vacc. 


1,178,691 
1,324,607 

Pos. 
Vacc. 

over  Infected 
30  Mos.  Herds 


1956 
1957 


-1957 
-1958 


16 
20 


105 
132 


60,993  771,201  839  6,509  208 
61,169  896,149  558  6,529  260 
Laboratory  Division 
Activities  of  the  Laboratory  Division  are  divided  into  three  main 
sections:  diseases  of  cattle,  diseases  of  poultry  and  diseases  of  mis- 
cellaneous species.  The  testing  of  blood  samples  for  the  detection  of 
brucellosis  in  cattle  and  pullorum  disease  in  poultry  comprise  the  major 
portion  of  diagnostic  work  which  is  done  at  the  Summerdale  Laboratory. 
Diagnostic  activities  are  also  carried  on  at  five  regional  laboratories  in 
the  Commonwealth,  as  noted  in  the  accompanying  chart. 
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From  November  27,  1957  to  May  4,  1958  a  serological  survey  was 
made  in  Pennsylvania  swine  to  determine  the  incidence  of  brucellosis 
and  leptospirosis.  In  the  brucellosis  survey  a  total  of  17,628  samples 
were  tested,  17,609  of  which  were  negative  and  19  of  which  were  positive 
for  a  positive  percentage  of  0.10.  The  leptospirosis  survey  tested  15,015 
samples,  13,792  of  which  were  negative  and  1,223  of  which  were  positive 
for  a  positive  percentage  of  8.14. 

SUMMERDALE  LABORATORY 

Diagnostic  Service 


Total  Specimens  received  Blood  Tested 

examined,  reported  Cattle  Poultry 


1956-  1957  2,321,468  902,059  1,402,479 

1957-  1958  2,009,849  731,568  1,249,649 


Pullorimi  Disease 

Chickens  Tested  No.  of  Reactors 

1956-  1957  1,359,911  0.1 

1957-  1958  1,218,213  0.08 


REGIONAL  LABORATORIES 


Poultry 
Specimens 
Tunkhannock  Examined 


1956-  1957 

1957-  1958 


2,525 
1,898 


Flocks  Invol. 

610 
471 


Serological 
(Pullorum) 

115,671 
110,861 


New  Bolton  Center 


1956-  1957 

1957-  1958 


1,918 
2,004 


600 
572 


0 
0 


State  College 

1956-  1957  2,856 

1957-  1958  2,879 


345 
290 


119,951 
151,165 


Butler 

1956-  1957 

1957-  1958 


2,913 
2,741 


1,003 
961 


118,449 
101,355 


Doylestown 

1956-  1957 

1957-  1958 


5,164 
5,211 


1,512 
1,475 


0 
0 
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Meat  Hygiene  Division 


The  Meat  Hygiene  Division  supervises  the  inspection  in  slaughter 
houses  and  has  under  its  supervision  49  slaughtering  establishments 
that  maintain  full  time  meat  Inspection  service  by  a  graduate  veteri- 
narian. It  issues  licenses  to  cattle  dealers,  slaughtering  establishments, 
rendering  plants  and  community  sales.  During  the  1957-58  fiscal  year 
5,910  licenses  were  issued  as  opposed  to  5,507  in  1956-57,  This  Divi- 
sion is  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  laws  and  regulations  govern- 
ing these  activities. 

Animals  Slaughtered 
Abattoirs       under  Inspection      Meat  Exam.      Deft.  Estab. 
Examined  Passed  -  Cond.       Passed       Cond.  Estab.  Closed 

(lb.)  (lb.) 

1956-  57        8,606     884,501     1,257      109,710,011-  62,335     24  3 

1957-  58        8,546     744,348     1,446      142,177,238  -  40,949     30  9 


Dog  Law  Enforcement  Division 

The  Dog  Law  Enforcement  Division  is  responsible  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  provisions  of  the  Dog  Law,  which  includes  adjustment 
of  livestock  and  poultry  damage  claims  caused  by  dogs,  and  the  prose- 
cution of  violators  of  the  Dog  Law  when  necessary.  This  Division  also 
supervises  the  payment  of  fees  to  police  for  the  destruction  of  stray 
unlicensed  dogs,  and  assists  in  adjudication  when  dogs  have  been  unlaw- 
fully killed.  In  addition,  the  Division  investigates  reports  of  stealing 
and  poisoning  of  dogs,  and  assists  with  quarantine  work  in  connection 
with  the  control  of  rabies . 

Dog  Law  Enforcement 

Individual  Kennel  Total  Prose- 
Licenses     Licenses     Revenue  cutions 

1956-  57        747,649       4,990     1,010,520.25  1,036 

1957-  58        750,173       5,431     1,005,854.25  1.434 

Miscellaneous  Diseases  Division 

This  Division  directs  investigations,  examinations  and  establishes 
quarantines  that  are  necessary  in  the  control  and  eradication  of  disease 
in  domestic  animals  and  poultry,  other  than  brucellosis,  tuberculosis 
and  paratuberculosls. 

Diiring  the  period  of  this  r&poTt  the  feeding  of  garbage  to  Penn- 
sylvania swine  has  been  brought  under  control.  Direction  and  super- 
vision was  given  to  the  distribution  of  any  biological  product  intended 
for  diagnostic  or  ther^eutic  purposes.  Approved  interstate  health  cer- 
tificates were  Issued  to  Pennsylvania  shippers  to  accompany  out-of- 
state  consignments  of  livestock.  All  this  was  done  in  the  interest  of 
maintaining  high  health  standards  in  livestock  on  Pennsylvania  farms. 


Damage  Amt.  of 
Claims  Claims 

1,050  56,634.44 
936  48,768.75 
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Bureau  of 

FOODS  and  CHEMISTRY 


The  Bureau  of  Foods  and  Chemistry  is  responsible  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  General  Food  Law  and  related  acts  for  specific  classi- 
fications of  food  products  such  as  bakery,  milk,  sausage  and  ice  cream. 
The  major  areas  of  interest  are  concerned  with  registration,  adultera- 
tion and  misbranding. 

The  Bureau  has  also  been  designated  to  administer  the  laws  per- 
taining to  animal  feed,  fertilizers,  liming  materials  and  pesticides. 
Pennsylvania  has  taken  a  considerable  stride  forward  with  the  enactment 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Commercial  Feed  Law,  the  Pennsylvania  Fertilizer 
Law  of  1955  and  the  Pennsylvania  Pesticide  Law  of  1957.  These  mea- 
sures follow  closely  the  Uniform  Model  Bills  which  were  prepared  by 
national  committees  composed  of  experienced  control  officials  and  rep- 
resentatives of  related  industries.  Slight  modification  of  the  uniform 
proposals  better  fit  the  laws  to  the  needs  of  Pennsylvania  agriculture, 
but  the  similarity  with  the  laws  of  neighboring  states  is  sufficient  to 
avoid  serious  problems  for  the  manufacturer  engaged  in  inter-state 
commerce. 

The  programs  of  the  Bureau  are  Implemented  by  a  staff  of  in- 
spectors whose  responsibility  it  is  to  see  that  registration,  sanitation, 
processing  and  labeling  requirements  are  met  for  protection  of  con- 
svmiers.  To  assist  them  in  making  decisions  regarding  adulteration  and 
misbranding,  the  inspectors  are  authorized  to  take  samples  of  various 
commodities  and  submit  them  to  one  of  five  chemical  laboratories  for 
examination. 

Some  measure  of  Bureau  activity  can  be  obtained  from  the  fol- 
lowing table: 

Feed  &  Feed  & 

Fiscal  Period  Inspect.  Food  Samples  Fertilizer      Food  Fertilizer 
Ending        Made         Analyzed      Analyzed    Violations  Violations 

1957  23,800  6,400  2,700  502  51 

1958  22,900  6,300  4,400  458  41 

The  table  indicates  a  -trend  to  an  increased  emphasis  on  feed  and 
fertilizer  without  curtailing  the  other  part  of  the  program.  This  has 
been  brought  about  by  new  legislation  to  give  the  control  of  the  farmer's 
raw  materials  the  consideration  it  deserves.  Nearly  2,500,000  tons  of 
animal  feed,  625,000  tons  of  fertilizer  and  900,000  tons  of  liming  mate- 
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rial  are  sold  annually  in  Pennsylvania.  Of  interest  is  the  reduced  num- 
ber of  violations.  While  slight,  it  would  indicate  greater  awareness  on 
the  part  of  manufacturers,  processors  and  retailers  of  our  position  with 
regard  to  enforcement. 

During  July  1957  the  State  Civil  Service  Commission  administered 
a  qualifying  test  for  Bureau  Inspectors.  The  present  staff  of  33  consists 
entirely  of  persons  who  qualified  by  examination.  In  October  1957  an 
examination  was  given  to  the  Chemists  in  the  laboratory.  All  incumbent 
chemists  qualified  and  the  list  showed  Bureau  employees  in  the  1st,  2nd 
and  4th  places  on  the  Civil  Service  list  for  the  Chemist  H  classification. 
The  morale  of  technical  employees  improved  obviously  after  gaining 
CivU  Service  status. 


A  major  accomplishment  has  been  a  more  progressive  approach 
to  the  field  of  public  relations.  Exhibits  have  been  prepared  and  shown 
at  several  places,  including  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show,  the  North- 
eastern Poultry  Producers  Council  Exposition,  the  Pennsylvania  Feed 
Dealers  Convention  and  a  Food  Marketing  Advisory  Council  meeting. 
Following  these  meetings  the  exhibit  materials  were  placed  in  the  lobby 
of  the  South  Office  Building  to  acquaint  our  own  employees  and  visitors 
with  the  Bureau's  work. 

At  present  the  Bureau's  program  seems  to  be  moving  forward 
along  desirable  lines.  All  indications  are  that  the  Bureau  enjoys  a  good 
working  relationship  with  all  the  trade  associations  and  a  large  majority 
of  the  individual  companies  with  whom  it  works. 


INSPECTOR  SAMPLING  LIVESTOCK  FEED 
FOR  ANALYSIS 
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Division  of  Milk  Sanitation 


During  the  fiscal  years  1956-1957  and  1957-1958  the  Division  of 
Milk  Sanitation  made  4,969  inspections  of  milk  and  milk  plants  within  the 
Commonwealth  and  561  inspections  of  plants  located  in  other  states. 

Approximately  3,528  miscellaneous  calls  were  made  in  order  to 
investigate  trouble  on  farms  and  plants  and  to  give  advice  regarding 
specific  problems  covering  the  production,  processing  and  sale  of  milk 
or  milk  products. 

It  was  necessary  to  conduct  63  official  hearings  and  due  to  the 
evidence  presented,  it  was  necessary  to  cancel  or  revoke  24  applications 
or  permits.  Each  of  the  other  39  permit  holders  who  were  called  for 
hearing  corrected  the  unsatisfactory  condition  so  that  their  permit  could 
continue  in  force. 

Another  phase  of  the  Division's  work  has  been  the  testing  of  52 
new  automatic  pasteurization  facilities,  the  routine  checking  of  292  ex- 
isting installations  and  the  answering  of  128  special  calls  from  dairy 
plant  operators  employing  such  methods  of  pasteurization.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  this  phase  of  our  work,  it  might  be  noted  that  72%  of  all  milk 
sold  in  Pennsylvania  is  processed  in  such  equipment. 


Inspections 


Milk 
Plants 


Milk  Plants  in 
other  states 


Laboratories 
Inspections 


Farms 
Inspected 


1956-  57 

1957-  58 


2606 
2363 


287 
274 


203 
191 


5132 
4469 


Permits 


Plant  Permits 
Issued 


Official 
Hearings 


Revoked 


Corrected 
Unsatisfactory 
Condition 


1956-  57  3373 

1957-  58  3078 


25 
38 


10 
14 


15 
24 


Bureau  of  MARKETS 


The  major  function  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  is  to  assist  produ- 
cers of  farm  products  to  adopt  efficient  and  economical  methods  of  mar- 
keting. It  Is  charged  also  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Fresh  Egg  Law 
and  the  Apple-Grape-Peach-Potato  Marking  Law,  plus  the  administra- 
tion of  certain  provisions  of  Pennsylvania  laws  governing  farmer  coop- 
erative organizations.  In  addition,  it  issues  licenses  to  certain  types  of 
dealers  handling  agriculture  products  and  is  responsible  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Official  Egg  Laying  Test  program  of  Peimsylvania. 


Poidtry  and  Egg  Division 

While  the  services  of  this  division  vary  considerably  they  are  all 
directly  or  indirectly  related  so  as  to  provide  a  program  of  quality  im- 
provement and  quality  control  for  Pefinsylvania-produced  poultry  and 
eggs.  In  this  connection,  the  poultry  and  egg  division  is  responsible  for 
administering  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  plan;  licensing  and 
supervising  egg  graders;  and  enforcing  the  standards  for  grading  and 
marketing  eggs  and  the  Pennsylvania  Fresh  Egg  Law. 


The  1957  session  of  the  General  Assembly  8q>propriated  $150,000 
to  increase  the  enforcement  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fresh  Egg  Law.  As  a 
result  of  this  appropriation  five  new  inspectors  were  hired  which  en- 
abled the  Bureau  to  increase  the  rate  of  egg  inspection  work.  Also,  in 
the  same  vein  of  constant  improvement  of  the  egg  program  was  the  re- 
vision of  the  Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Standards  and  the  new  Pennsyl- 
vania Certified  Egg  Program.  The  latter  program  is  voluntary  and  ap- 
plies only  to  those  persons  or  organizations  which  wish  to  classify  eggs 
according  to  the  official  Pennsylvania  egg  stMidards  and  to  identify  them 
as  having  been  certified. 


Pennsylvania  Fresh  Egg  Law  and  Pennsylvania 
Egg  Grade  Standards  Enforcement  Program 


No.  of  No.  of  Violations 

Inspectors     Inspections  Fresh  Egg  Law  Egg  Standards  Total 

1957  4  3^09  74  84  158 

1958  10  10,078  143  309  452 

The  Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying  Test  had  63  pens  totalliag 
819  birds  entered  during  the  period  1956-1957.  This  compares  with  48 
pens  totalii^  2,400  birds  during  the  period  1957-1958.  The  increase  in 
the  number  of  birds  that  can  be  handled  in  the  Official  Test  program  has 
resulted  from  the  change  In  the  test  to  the  Random  Sample  operation, 
effective  October  1957. 


Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division 

Services  of  this  division  cover  the  inspection  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables and  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Marking  Law,  or  the 
Potato-Apple-Grape-Peach  Marking  Law.  The  inspection  service  certi- 
fies the  grade  of  fresh  perishables  for  shipment  to  market  and  for  proc- 
essing purposes  through  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

New  activities  during  the  last  half  of  the  period  include  a  Christ- 
mas Tree  Grading  Demonstration  and  the  inspection  of  mushrooms .  The 
former  presently  is  still  on  a  trial  basis  and  thus  no  conclusion  has  been 
reached  as  to  whether  it  will  be  continued.  The  latter  program  was 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  mushroom  Industry  and  the  division  has 
been  Inspecting  raw  mushrooms  on  a  trial  basis  at  several  processing 
plants. 

Other  new  activities  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  during 
the  period  include  (1)  formulation  of  additional  maturity  classification 
with  respect  to  com  for  processing  (2)  a  study  of  grading  tomatoes  on 
color  rating  basis  for  strain  products  and  (3)  refractometer  readings 
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used  in  connection  with  the  grading  of  grapes  in  1958  for  the  National 
Grape  Cooperative. 

In  connection  with  the  regular  inspection  work  of  this  Division, 
the  prolonged  drought  in  much  of  Pennsylvania  affected  the  volume  of 
raw  products  for  processing  inspected  by  the  Federal-State  Inspection 
Service  during  the  last  half  of  the  period  covered  in  the  report. 

Volume  of  fruit  and  vegetables  inspected  for  processing  in 
Pennsylvania  1956-1957  


Items 

1956 

1957 

Apples 

79,128 

99,806 

Cherries 

7,521 

8,650 

Com 

20,844 

11,509 

Gr^es 

38,597 

23,064 

Lima  Beans 

1,746 

802 

Snap  Beans 

2,932 

2,955 

Peas 

7,843 

3,438 

Peaches 

552 

Tomatoes 

125,769 

72,414 

Asparagus 

45 

Broccoli 

15 

68 

Cauliflower 

638 

Carrots 

4,538 

2,066 

Total 

289,603 

225,324 

Promotion  Division 


The  year  1957-1958  marked  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the 
Promotion  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets.  The  work  of  the  Division 
is  related  not  only  to  promotion  itself,  but  also  to  the  broader  program 
of  market  development  and  expansion  work. 

The  Division  was  instrumental  in  instigating  an  all-Pennsylvania 
Food  Banquet  at  the  Pennsylvania  Newsp^er  Publishers  Association 
convention  in  Harrisburg.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  various  com- 
modity groups  that  contributed  most  of  the  food  to  be  used  at  this  ban- 
quet, a  tremendous  array  of  Pennsylvania  products  was  presented  to  the 
publishers  and  editors  of  the  State. 

In  addition,  the  Division  established  a  Speakers  Bureau  in  re- 
sponse to  a  suggestion  published  in  the  new  monthly  Food  Marketing 
Advisory  Council  Promotional  Bulletin,  provided  judges  for  the  Apple 
Blossom  Queen  Contest  of  the  State  Horticultural  Association,  coor- 
dinated the  activities  of  agricultural  commodity  queens  at  various  im- 
portant agricultural  functions  throughout  the  Commonwealth  and  aided 
the  Keystone  Grape  Producers  Association  in  e:q)anding  their  market  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Bureau  is  currently  engaged  in  h  survey  of  milk  production 
and  marketing.  It  is  the  aim  of  this  survey  to  compile  sufficient  data  to 
aid  dairymen  in  the  marketing  of  their  product. 
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Bureau  of  PLANT  INDUSTRY 


The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  has  the  duty  and  responsibility  of 
performing  a  variety  of  services  for  the  direction,  control  and  eradica- 
tion of  plant  diseases ,  insect  pests  and  all  other  enemies  of  plant  life 
within  the  Commonwealth.  In  addition,  the  Bureau  is  responsible  for 
seed  testing,  seed  certification  and  the  inspection  of  plant  nvirseries  and 
apiaries. 

Apiary  Inspection 

Complete  statewide  inspection  of  bee  colonies  for  the  presence  of 
bee  diseases  is  achieved  every  two  years.  This  service  is  given  to  the 
beekeepers  of  the  State  as  an  aid  in  the  control  of  infectious  bee  dis- 
eases. 

Regulations  effective  April  1,  1958,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  April  6, 
1921  (Bee  Law)  were  adopted  to  aid  in  the  control  of  bee  diseases  which 
might  be  brought  into  the  State  by  transient  beekeepers.  Notification  of 
time  and  place  of  arrival  and  inspection  certificates  from  the  state  of 
origin  are  required. 


Bee  Inspections 

Bee  Colonies  No.  of  No.  of  American 

Inspected  Apiaries  Foul  Brood  Cases 

1956-  1957         43,890  7,095  808 

1957-  1958         55,114  7,571  916 


Potato  Wart 

The  first  potato  wart  infestation  was  foimd  in  the  Fall  of  1918  at 
Drifton.  In  a  study  of  the  behavioral  history  of  the  wart  organism  it  was 
found  that  soU  temperature  of  72°  F.  was  fatal  to  the  disease,  thus  the 
occurrence  of  wart  in  the  warmer  parts  of  the  State  is  not  possible. 

In  the  year  1956-57  the  last  of  the  wart-infested  gardens  were 
checked  for  wart  infected  potatoes  and  none  was  found.  The  areas  under 
plant  quarantine  were  released  from  all  restrictions  effective  Septem- 
ber 10,  1957.  The  Hazleton  Office  was  discontinued  and  part  of  the  per- 
sonnel was  transferred  to  other  work. 
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Oak  Wilt  Disease 


Oak  Wilt  is  a  fungus  disease  which  infects  Oak  and  related  trees. 
Constant  surveys  are  xindertaken  by  the  Bureau  in  order  to  control  the 
spread  of  this  disease. 

During  the  period  of  this  report  surveys  from  the  air  were  made 
of  all  the  oak  growing  areas  in  the  State.  All  parts  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  covered  at  least  once  each  summer  and  the  areas  with  previously 
known  infections  of  oak  wilt  are  surveyed  several  times.  All  infected 
trees  that  were  found  were  destroyed.  A  research  program,  under  a 
grant  to  the  Pennsylvania  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  is  being  con- 
tinued. 

Counties  containing  the  greatest  portion  of  areas  of  infection: 

Infected  Trees 


1956-57 

1957-58 

Bedford 

79 

57 

Fulton 

23 

20 

Franklin 

74 

58 

Huntingdon 

90 

78 

Jimiata 

18 

21 

Mifflin 

18 

7 

Perry 

63 

35 

Nursery  Inspection 

All  plant-growing  nurseries  are  inspected  each  year  for  the  pres- 
ence of  harmful  plant  insects  and  diseases.  Nurseries  free  from  such 
pests  are  so  certified  to  the  owner.  These  inspections  are  made  by  men 
trained  in  recognizing  plant  pests  and  able  to  recommend  control  mea- 
sures for  pests  found. 


Nursery  Inspection 

Nurseries      Bramble,  Strawberry  Nurseries 
Nurseries      Acres  in  Plants,  acres  Certified 


1956-  57  1951  13,910  290  198 

1957-  58         2078  14,377  116  105 

Gypsy  Moth 

The  Bureau  cooperates  with  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  the  control  of  gypsy  moth.    Extensive  siu"veys  made  in 
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1956,  covering  about  one-fourth  of  the  eastern  third  of  the  State  revealed 
infestations  in  Wayne,  Monroe  and  Pike  Counties.  In  May  1957  these 
areas  were  sprayed  from  the  air,  with  experimentally  proven  safe  DDT. 
The  acreage  treated  by  the  State  was  105,820  acres.  The  Federal  gov- 
ernment sprayed  131,730  acres  for  a  grand  total  of  237,550  acres. 

Early  in  July  of  1957  an  outbreak  of  gypsy  moths  was  discovered 
about  two  miles  west  of  White  Haven  in  Dennison  Township,  Luzerne 
Covinty.  Trapping  began  immediately  in  neighboring  townships,  dis- 
closing the  spread  of  the  pest  to  five  coimties. 

Spraying  was  undertaken  in  the  Spring  of  1958  by  both  State  and 
Federal  contracts  covering  approximately  500,000  acres,  largest  ever 
conducted  in  Pennsylvania. 

Japanese  Beetle 


Surveys  to  determine  the  intensity  of  the  Japanese  Beetle  popula- 
tion in  the  Simamer  of  1956  showed  the  beetle  to  be  present  in  practically 
all  the  coimties.  Surveys  made  in  1957  showed  the  abundance  of  the 
beetle  to  be  about  the  same  as  1956. 


Tomato  Plant  Inspection 

In  the  Spring  of  1957  and  1958  tomato  plants  came  into  the  State 
from  Georgia,  Florida  and  Virginia.  These  plants  were  inspected  for 
the  presence  of  plant  pests,  particularly  blight  and  rootknot  nematodes. 
In  1957  rootknot  forming  nematodes  were  foimd  on  some  plants  coming 
from  Virginia  and  Florida  while  in  1958  most  of  the  rootknot  infested 
plants  came  from  Virginia  and  a  small  section  of  Georgia. 

Potato  Virus  Inspection 


In  Jvme  of  1956  and  1957,  field  inspections  were  made  of  potatoes 
grown  from  Pennsylvania  certified  seeds  and  seeds  from  neighboring 
states.  The  results  of  these  surveys  have  been  useful  in  pointing  out  to 
all  certified  seed  potato  growers  the  economic  importance  of  the  con- 
trol of  virus  diseases  borne  in  the  seed  piece.  The  results  show  clearly 
the  importance  of  the  continued  control  of  virus  spreading  insects  right 
up  to  the  time  of  digging. 

Seed  Law  Enforcement 

The  responsibility  for  enforcing  the  Pennsylvania  Seed  Law  rests 
with  this  Bureau.  Three-fourths  of  the  germination  violations,  in  the 
past  two  years,  were  in  vegetable  seed  samples  with  a  history  of  carry- 
over from  previous  years  on  dealers'  shelves. 
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Seed  Law  Enforcement 


1956-  57 

1957-  58 


Regulatory 
Samples 

1158 
1580 


Service 
Samples 

736 
1117 


State  Agency 
Samples 

161 

377 


Total 
Violations 

213 
109 


TOMATOES  BEING  INSPECTED  FOR  SEED  CERTIFICATION 

Seed  Certification 

The  Bureau  enforces  the  provisions  of  the  Seed  Certification  Act. 
This  service  is  provided  to  insure  a  supply  of  superior  Pennsylvania 
grown  seeds  for  the  farmers  of  the  Commonwealth.  Desirable  varieties 
of  wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  tomatoes,  potatoes,  hybrid  corn  and  tobacco 
are  made  eligible  for  certification  when  they  pass  rigid  field  inspections 
during  the  growing  season. 


Approved  for  Certification  of  Seed 

1956-57  1957-58 

Wheat                                          2600  3543 

Barley                         ^              1500  1964 

Hybrid  Corn  2933   

Soybean  50   

Tomatoes                                     802  1321 

Potatoes  606   

Tobacco  Plants                            3603  2760 

Oats                                              762  980 
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STATE  SOIL  CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


steady  progress  in  all  areas  of  the  Pennsylvania  Conservation 
program  was  achieved  during  the  two-year  period.  Thirteen  new  soil 
conservation  districts  were  declared;  service  to  districts  was  increased 
and  made  more  efficient;  applications  for  federal  assistance  with  con- 
servation and  flood  prevention  measures  were  approved  for  five  water- 
sheds; work  was  started  on  the  cooperative  accelerated  soil  survey  and 
the  cooperative  erosion  control  research  program  was  improved. 

The  State  Soil  Conservation  Commission,  at  full  strength  for  the 
first  time  in  five  years,  met  eight  times  with  over  80  per  cent  average 
attendance.  To  meet  esipansions,  the  staff  of  a  consultant,  a  full-time 
director  and  a  clerk- stenographer  was  augmented  by  the  addition  of  a 
field  representative  and  a  part-time  typist. 


SOIL  CONSERVATION  DISTRICT  DIRECTOR  INSPECTING        ^  :  . 
ERODED  FIELD 

Several  media  for  distribution  of  information  about  soil  conserva- 
tion districts,  such  as  color  slide  talks,  news  articles,  displays  and 
films  were  developed  and  utilized. 
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Guidance  and  clerical  assistance  was  furnished  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  of  Soil  Conservation  District  Directors.  This  organi- 
zation made  remarkable  progress  in  1956-1958.  Participation  in  state, 
regional  and  national  activities  increased  greatly.  Attendance  at  the 
joint  State  Commission- State  Association  annual  conferences  in  1956  and 
1957  doubled  each  year. 

In  addition  to  the  training  of  new  district  directors,  an  educa- 
tional program  was  begun  for  all  directors  across  the  state.  In  early 
1957,  nine  all-day  workshops  were  held  to  review  district  purposes, 
administration,  program  planning,  budgeting  and  public  relations.  These 
proved  to  be  effective  and  popular  and  five  were  held  in  early  1958  for 
newly- appointed  directors.  It  is  planned  to  continue  this  program. 

In  an  attempt  to  work  more  closely  with  districts,  a  field  repre- 
sentative was  employed  to  cover  13  western  districts  from  the  Pitts- 
burgh office.  Preliminary  results  indicate  that  this  type  of  more  spe- 
cialized assistance  has  merit. 


FARM  PONDS  SUPPLY  WATER  FOR  LIVESTOCK,  FIRE 
PROTECTION,  FISHING  AND  FUN! 


It  is  the  policy  of  the  Commission  to  assist  local  private  water- 
shed organizations  wherever  possible.  Applications  for  assistance  imder 
the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act  were  checked  in  a 
field  examination  by  staff  members.  Five  of  these  applications  were  ap- 
proved and  three  were  disapproved  on  the  grovmd  that  the  programs  did 
not  appear  feasible. 
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Approved  Watershed 


County 


Wallenpaupack  Watershed 
Shohola  River  Watershed 
Little  Schuylkill  River  Watershed 
Lackawaxen  Tributaries  Watershed 
Brandywine  Creek  Watershed 


Pike 
Pike 

Schuylkill 
WajTie 

Chester  and  New  Castle, 
Delaware 


Work  was  begun  by  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Commission,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  University  and  the  United  States  Soil  Conservation 
Service  on  the  ten-year  accelerated  soil  survey  program.  The  Commis- 
sion receives  the  funds,  the  University  operates  a  soil  characterization 
laboratory  and  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  does  the  field  work  and 
publishes  the  maps  and  reports.  During  this  period  the  laboratory  was 
renovated,  staffed  and  equipped,  field  work  was  accelerated  in  13  coim- 
ties  and  publication  of  the  Lancaster  County  soil  map  and  report  was 
accelerated. 

The  ten-year  cooperative  program  of  investigating  stream  flow 
and  sediment  discharge  in  five  small  watersheds  was  improved  on  the 
basis  of  the  first  year's  experience.  Provisions  are  being  made  to  re- 
cord conservation  practice  installations  by  farms  on  IBM  cards.  The 
United  States  Geological  Survey  published  a  preliminary  progress  report 
on  the  program.  They  consider  the  project  as  one  of  their  finest  coop- 
erating programs  in  the  nation. 
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STATE  FARM  SHOW 
COMMISSION 


LIVESTOCK  PARADE  IN  THE  LARGE  ARENA,  FARM  SHOW 


The  duties  of  the  State  Farm  Show  Commission,  established  by 
the  State  Administrative  Code  of  1929,  are  "to  formiilate  plans  for,  and 
conduct  and  manage  exhibitions  to  embrace  exhibits  of  all  classes  of 
farm  products,  embracing  livestock,  dairying,  horticulture,  all  classes 
of  manufacture,  industries  and  domestic  arts  and  such  other  exhibits  as 
will  best  advance  the  interest  of  agriculture.  It  also  may  rent  space  in 
the  Farm  Show  Building  to  individuals,  associations  or  corporations,  for 
exhibitions,  conventions  and  other  proper  purposes." 

The  40th  Anniversary  Farm  Show  was  held  January  14  to  18, 1957. 
Governor  and  Mrs.  Leader  participated  in  a  Farm  Show  Birthday  Party, 
cutting  a  huge  cake  during  a  preview  tour  on  the  evening  preceding  the 
opening  of  the  Show.  The  theme  of  the  Show  was  "Pennsylvania  Agri- 
culture Builds  For  Tomorrow."  This  theme  was  very  appropriate  in 
this  atomic  age.  Agriculture  must  plan  ahead  if  it  is  going  to  survive 
and  compete  effectively  in  the  world  of  tomorrow.  The  theme  was  well 
adapted  to  the  Rural  Talent  Festival  staged  in  the  Large  Arena.  All 
available  space  was  completely  filled  with  competitive  and  commercial 
exhibits.  Competitive  farm  products  exhibits  totalled  10,588  competing 
for  9,942  cash  premiums  totalling  $58,566.00.  Feature  events  of  the 
show  included  the  State  Police  Rodeo,  The  12th  and  final  Rural  Talent 
Festival  directed  by  W.  R.  Gordon,  Horse  Pulling  Contest,  Livestock 
Parade  and  a  Sheep  Dog  Demonstration. 
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The  theme  for  the  1958  Farm  Show  was  "Better  Farming  for 
Better  Service  to  Consumers."  With  fewer  farms  and  more  consumers 
being  counted  each  year  in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  stronger  competition 
coming  from  other  sections  of  the  country,  the  1958  theme  was  most 
timely. 

In  addition  to  events  mentioned  in  the  1957  Farm  Show  a  Folk 
Dance  Festival,  replacing  the  Rural  Talent  Festival,  was  started  at  the 
1958  show  as  a  new  annual  feature. 

There  were  10,492  exhibits  entered,  competing  for  10,259  cash 
premiimis  totaling  $61,249.00. 

The  attendance  for  the  1958  Farm  Show  was  estimated  at  540,000 
for  five  days  compared  with  510,000  in  1957. 

The  Farm  Show  Commission  is  constantly  seeking  ways  to  extend 
use  of  the  facilities  of  the  Farm  Show  buildings.  During  tiie  period  of 
this  report  the  buildings  were  used  by  20  organizations  in  1957  and  23  in 
1958,  representing  a  total  of  202  days  in  1957  and  233  days  in  1958. 
Time  included  in  this  total  involves  the  number  of  days  it  took  an  or- 
ganization to  put  up  and  take  down  its  show.  This  increase  in  days  is  In 
keeping  with  the  Commission  and  Department  goal  of  maximum  yearly 
use  of  the  buildings . 


Receipts  -  Farm  Show  Only 


Classification 


1957 


1958 


Sale  of  Space,  Commercial 
Sale  of  Space,  Concession 
Sale  of  Space,  State  Agencies 
Exhibit  Fee  Competitive 
Service  Charges 
Sale  of  Exhibits  and  Sales 


88,491.60 
24,383.36 
4,660.20 
5,852.00 
2,100.20 


88,210.80 
34,546.13 
4,004.10 
5,811.00 
2,115.58 


Commission 
Sale  of  Publications  and 


1,395.15 


1,653.35 


Miscellaneous  Income 
Total 


1.187.27 
128,069.78 


1.927.30 
138,268.26 


